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Education
2004-2010 University of Maryland, College Park MD, USA, PhD Neuroscience and Cognitive Science
1999-2001 American University, Washington DC, USA, M.S. Information Systems
1994-1998 Birzeit University, Birzeit, Palestine, B.S. Computer Science

Honors and awards

2013- 2014 National Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada, Auditory Cognitive
Neuroscience Postdoctoral Fellowship, Canada

2012- 2013 Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce-McGill University Postdoctoral Fellowship, Canada

2011-2012 National Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada, Auditory Cognitive
Neuroscience Postdoctoral Fellowship, Canada

2008- 2009 William Hodos Dissertation Research Award, University of Maryland, USA

2004 -2010 PhD Scholarship, Institute for Systems Research, University of Maryland, USA

1999-2001 Best teaching assistant award, Computer Science Dept., American University, USA

1996-1998 Tafawuq Merit Award, Birzeit University, Palestine.

Experience
Sept 2021- present: Chair, Data Science Dept. Princess Sumaya University for Technology, Amman, Jordan
e Guide the process of defining and ensuring the compliance with the learning outcomes of the
Bachelor program in data science and artificial intelligence offered by the data science dept.
e Define and manage academic and administrative objectives of the Data Science department
e Build partnerships with industry, improving the visibility of the department and its students
e Write Data Science academic and training proposals, that serves government and industry
Sept 2020- present: Assistant professor Data Science Dept. Princess Sumaya University for Technology
e Teach data science courses and computer science courses (Machine Learning, Databases, etc.)
e Help develop and refine course plans and teaching goals required for training qualified data
science professionals.
e Develop and conduct data science training courses for companies in the Jordanian market.
Oct 2015- June 2019: Adjunct professor, Computer Science dept., German Jordanian University, Jordan
e Taught computing fundamentals, systems analysis and design courses to computer science and
engineering students
Sept 2011-September2016: Postdoctoral Researcher, McGill University, Montreal, Canada:
e Investigated the functional connectivity in the brain that facilitate perceptual learning of
auditory tasks in the brain.
e Designed expriments that conceptualized the transition of studying of behavioral plasticity in
the brain from an animal model to a human model using fMRI as an investigation technique
e Designed and developed and finely tuned the stimuli needed for the different experiments by
conducting pilot studies.
e Conducted fMRI experiments utilizing algorithms and techniques developed by myself and
colleagues in the laboratories in the Montreal Neurological Institute.
May 2009-Sept 2009: Researcher Telluride Neuromorphic Cognitive Engineering lab CO, USA
e Developed parametric measures to segregate different acoustic sources in a simulated natural
acoustic scene
e Worked in a team of three to develop algorithm and write the programs to identify and
classify auditory objects, in complex acoustic environments
Feb 2004- May 2010: Graduate Researcher, Neural Systems Lab, University of Maryland, MD, USA:



e Conducted electrophysiological experiments using awake behaving animal preparation,
recording neural responses and tracing rapid plasticity of response properties of neurons in
primary, secondary auditory and prefrontal cortices of the ferret.

e Utilized signal processing and machine learning techniques to analyze data and model results

e Developed analysis packages that allowed user to sort neural spike trains from noise

e  Wrote various programs for conducting experiments interfacing with the Alpha-Omega
Neural Acquisition system and for analyzing data.

May 2001-Feb 2004: Software Engineer, Information Technology Services, Loyola College, MD, USA

e Developed a scheduling system that allowed various departments and students in the
university to schedule events online

e Designed schema, developed and maintained two Oracle databases used in the scheduling
system developed and a registration system.

e Worked in a team of five to design and implement a major system transition from an old
legacy registration system to a new state of the art system.

June 1998- Aug 1999: Software Developer and training coordinator, Computer Center, Birzeit University,

Birzeit, Palestine.

e Developed an inventory system used by the Palestinian Cement company, designed and
implemented the system’s database.

e Lead a team of IT professionals in raising awareness of the potentials of using technology and
the internet for Palestinian small and medium size businesses

e Developed training curricula and programs to raise the technical ability and specialization of
IT professionals in Palestine.
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